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Program Note:

Hallucinations begins with a question: what happens if, instead of choosing the most probable next word, we
choose the least likely one? The texts in this cycle read as though an algorithm has gone astray (because it
has), slipping past expectation into absurd juxtapositions—bananas drizzle, napkins whisper, recipes
collapse into riddles.

The music follows the words into these improbable spaces, emphasizing their awkward pauses, mismatched
rhythms, and sudden bursts of clarity. By elevating the “wrong” choice, the cycle reveals how error can
become poetry, and how imagination often lives where prediction fails.

Performance Note:
Due to the unusual texts, audience response and understandi

ni Q g@ improved by projecting the text. A

PowerPoint Presentation for this work is available from th(@

Contents (E C}
I. B fOMB

II

,;.h
Generative Al was used in the

&

"* generation of this work.

Extensively.

Print ISMN: 979-0-60006-090-0
Digital ISMN: 979-0-60006-091-7
Duration: 16'30"

This work was engraved by NoteForge in Fargo. The music is set in Norfolk, provided by NYC Music Services.
The text is set in Vollkorn, designed by Friedrich Althausen. The title font is Sonder Sans by Andrew Herndon.
The cover was designed by Jamie Trosen Design + Creative.
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1. Before We Begin [PIANO: “grapes?”]

No.
Before we begin, Plums.
you should know Gossamer ones.
this text And suddenly, you are
wasn't written by a person. in a world that sounds
Not exactly. just enough like ours to confuse you.
It was created Just enough to delight you.
by a machine Just enough to—
trained to predict [PIANO: “terrify ?”]
what word comes Let’s say... “unsettle.”
[PIANO: “next.”]
Exactly. So now you know.
It doesn’t think, it doesn’t know. What you'lL hear are hallucinations—
It just looks at patterns—statistical ones— not mine.
and chooses Just t@ i
the most likely % nd'6v
[PIANO: “option.”] ’
Yes.

We call it a language model.
It has read the internet.
All of it.

Itk i ‘“} .’
nows your emails. n Roots=

It knows your poems. ‘:\.‘-\?

It knows the backs [Sorcelain

It knows— '@%elow dappled

[PIANO: “love.”]
...recipes.

aﬁl’ﬂ}g galaxies of bewildered
nes Goldfish gargle perplexed

It has learned how we speak ﬂﬁpes across zigzagging dunes,

=,

slcé“t‘ching checkered mandolins in rose-

and how we write,
Q:havored breezes. Bananas drizzle

and how we never quite finish our—

[PIANO: “sentences.”] : ‘ﬁ\\G harmonicas upon golden freckles,
...lasagnas. ) b}j threading puddles with jigsaw fables and
0‘\ ’ ringing turquoise hums from grassy
At first, its guesses seem... almost hum‘%h- typewriters. Carrots harmonize aboard
Bananas peel. braided spiderwebs, weaving dissonant
Clouds drift. symphonies through aquamarine
Hearts break. sunbeams, percolating beyond untangled
[PIANO: “softly.”] pebbles. Peculiar chimneys stretch toward
...like dishes. invisible waterfalls, looping cautiously
But give it time. around violet trombones painted with
Let it warm up. loquacious lilies.

Then the seams start to show.

[Shift: calm to uncanny]
That’s when things get weird.
Bananas may drizzle.
Goldfish might gargle.
Spatulas could collide

with gossamer
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II1. Confections of the Unseen

Droplets ascend furiously, waltzing
saffron umbrellas toward octopus-hued
staircases, vibrating calmly beside paper
oceans. Blankets unravel in synchronized
labyrinths, skipping diagonally through
peppermint mirages laced with crystalline
zeppelins and lavender echoes. Cupcakes
evaporate as lanterns waltz, casting
shadows of rhubarb under undulating
doorways, blending kaleidoscopic stars
that float silently, shimmering on quiet
accordions. Syrup discovers irregular
boulders singing with clouds, as crickets
resonate among lurching strawberries.
Lightbulbs saturate watermelon
telegraphs, plummeting dandelion
feathers.

IV. The Orchestra of Impossible
Moments

Chairs gallop through mis
circumnavigating tria
crayon hurricanes abruptly.
elephants reside pleasan

laughter’s musical dictionaries, shattering
tepidly against furious marshmallow
hammers. Ribbons of twilight reflect
spaghetti sidewalks upon the jubilant
tentacles of moonlit chandeliers,
serenading candied foghorns in delighted e
chimes. Mirrors exhaled yesterday, % ‘
surrendering spoons to paradoxical rivers
overflowing with luminous scarves.

Ladders meditate upon ivory suns,

orbiting yawning envelopes sprinkled

with neon rhinos, who spiral within

caverns of ticklish vapors.
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V. The Whispering Sky

Skyward lemon circles quietly astonish
across gossips, glancing popcorn glass.
Teacups navigate forests behind seething
thunderclouds, baking paradoxes atop
sandy meadows. Spatulas collide with
gossamer plums, draping astride pocket-
sized tornadoes that serenade shifting
silhouettes. Snowflakes chant whispers
toward polka-dot pyramids, where
molasses teleports apricots into
thoughtful harmonies shaking marble

sandstorms
syllables, crafti
7

irp cucumber sideways,

flections skitter past

cobblestone tapestries
hush.

he Unwritten Universe

bly, while guitar tendrils
d softly under rainbows, dc:'éging
illows. Meanwhile, eyclones
RS
sfarlit onions
@é‘s‘ﬂit upwards
: Top hats pirouette
afd 1 riverbanks, where
qg%ver solemnly, pondering

4 sriddles with silver eyelids. Poetry
lq&fls, nested within pineapple sonar,

G\L casting noodles over crimson doves

patiently enduring fluorescent melodies.
Cerulean bubbles giggle beneath marching
violins, floating uphill alongside feathery
rhombuses.



for Mara Campbell

HALLUCINATIONS

I. Before We Begin

ChatGPT Kyle Vanderburg
Performance note: Boxed text (2025)
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let it warm up,

then the seams start to show

P i Pk PP i g
- o= f--® Yo =a .
,‘? L"’ ¥ —— 1;1! ¥ - "’g - -
& <  — & 1
)
&
=75 o=
.‘9 = b

A
X
__:‘ﬁzr-‘

I
FE——
may drizﬁ‘;ﬂ(})
!r‘"'l
»
Na
3 3 3
— T
be @
59
p | 33— 3
{7 P S— I - I - I
O T -1 | =
Gold - fish might gar - gle
>
. >
- >
o | % f be :
{>— ! r e - F:q':':'—&p——-—r:q':':cp
) | | —_— | —
S
L P
)b T —
~ b P=| b@ I_ﬁl() I_ﬁl()
(==

TO PURCHASE THIS SCORE FOR PERFORMANCE, VISIT NOTEFORGE.COM



moltorit.. _ _ ..

62 f' jf

—3—
Ob o . 1 S = Nt
’ y ] y ] | 2 ] i’ al
. = < < & 1 —
dJ T
spat-u-las could col-lide with gos-sa-mer

Sl

jiES3
T
e
L

- b k
O /J 7 2 g m I I
75 r e 1

vV <

g

No, plums.
Gossamer ones

g

BN

— 8
B CAm/, - S
7 h ~F
L4
o™
2O
70 accel.. _ | . L L L L Ll Ll Ll
A | cresc
)7 A ] I I I N A I I I T ]
A h Il - I - I - p 2 o AN I I I p 2
[ .. M (o] I I PN J T
ANV 4 I I A T I I A I ]
o e I [
ly and sud-den-ly you are in a world that
I I N I N
o o o - 1 p ] - 1 p 2
v Vi 1 I 1 1 I Vi ) I PN PN
| 4  I— | A | 4  I— Vi | - I = =
) o | - —
cresc.
oS = d b . — ——
¥ bhoo ’S ° : = = _
Z b M q (@) ~F
L4
= = o

TO PURCHASE THIS SCORE FOR PERFORMANCE, VISIT NOTEFORGE.COM



. —3— J,
* e iy T2 s o
— I I | PN PN I 1 I PN — I I I I I I | P N — I I |
e) I 1 ! 1 Al Al | I | ] Al 1 1 ] 1 T ! | ) 1 ! ]
sounds just e-nough like ours to con-fuseyou just e - nough to de-light you just e-nough to
. % % S
Y D ] N ] N N
L b - - I y ] - I p ] - I p 2 -
[ .. W & & &
* f
—
— — —
— e =2 e © ©
(@]
——

[
Let's say "unsettle" | So

F A T A L T ; |
, E ‘0 3 ' are hal:}uci - na-tions

H 1y

A - L ¥ -

| £ WL 3 &

ANV kS Al

oJ

g3 £
/] — — 1 T —
. |/ ~ I |
~Je1 - 1 | | |
y.4 I‘;\ T I — |
S
O
-4
85 @
0. b | f T T K—
GEES S = & e e wirt i
!) | 1 I
not mine, just the ma chine try-ing o-ver
Al — —_— freop
| s | r | |

%
@
|

i
hilk
T
g
o
iy
%
T

olle

|
]
o

|

TO PURCHASE THIS SCORE FOR PERFORMANCE, VISIT NOTEFORGE.COM



89 -

A |

o X I — ——— - I - I - H
:@ € I — — < i < I < i i i i
D) 14 — i

and o-ver to sound
n | f£ref i
1 N 1 - - - -
ANV 4
)
V4

£3 e —

TO PURCHASE THIS SCORE FOR PERFORMANCE, VISIT NOTEFORGE.COM



9
I1. Echoes of Forgotten Roots

ChatGPT Kyle Vanderburg
(2025)
A memory surfacing, fragile (J =80)
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Turning back on itself (J= 76)
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II1. Confections of the Unseen

ChatGPT Unhinged effect more important than Kyle Vanderburg
note accuracy ( 202 5)
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IV. The Orchestra of Impossible Moments

ChatGPT Kyle Vanderburg
A choreography of empty places (J= 92) (2025)
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